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Private universities in Austria - a chance for higher education?



• Universities are the agencies of higher education. 

• Universities, being at the top of all educational institutions, are 
obliged to have optimum performances. Thus they have to provide 
the best surrounding and the best conditions in order to support the 
manifold processes of knowledge transfer in the best way possible. 



Studierende in Österreich im Wintersemester 2007/08

Insgesamt inländische Studierende ausländische Studierende

Zusammen Männer Frauen Zusammen Männer Frauen Zusammen Männer Frauen

Studierende insgesamt

Insgesamt1) 272.003 129.503 142.500 216.990 103.362 113.628 55.013 26.141 28.872

Öffentliche Universitäten 233.046 108.395 124.651 183.247 84.954 98.293 49.799 23.441 26.358

ordentliche Studierende 217.587 100.568 117.019 173.916 80.540 93.376 43.671 20.028 23.643

außerordentliche Studierende 15.459 7.827 7.632 9.331 4.414 4.917 6.128 3.413 2.715

Fachhochschul‐Studiengänge 31.064 17.242 13.822 27.901 15.505 12.396 3.163 1.737 1.426

Privatuniversitäten 4.237 1.904 2.333 2.747 1.223 1.524 1.490 681 809

Theologische Lehranstalten 136 105 31 93 64 29 43 41 2

Sonstige Bildungseinrichtungen 2) 3.520 1.857 1.663 3.002 1.616 1.386 518 241 277

Studienanfänger

Insgesamt1) 49.718 22.922 26.796 35.916 16.686 19.230 13.802 6.236 7.566

Öffentliche Universitäten 3) 34.963 14.931 20.032 23.338 9.843 13.495 11.625 5.088 6.537

ordentliche Studierende 30.436 12.697 17.739 21.202 8.843 12.359 9.234 3.854 5.380

außerordentliche Studierende 4.527 2.234 2.293 2.136 1.000 1.136 2.391 1.234 1.157

Fachhochschul‐Studiengänge 11.477 6.315 5.162 10.154 5.589 4.565 1.323 726 597

Privatuniversitäten 1.426 615 811 835 326 509 591 289 302

Theologische Lehranstalten 26 21 5 17 12 5 9 9

Sonstige Bildungseinrichtungen 2) 1.826 1.040 786 1.572 916 656 254 124 130

Q: STATISTIK AUSTRIA, Hochschulstatistik. Erstellt am 07.08.2008. 

1) Einschließlich Mehrfachzählungen. ‐2) Lehrgänge universitären Charakters. ‐ 3) Erstmals in Österreich immatrikulierte Studierende.
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• Private universities are taking an entrepreneurial risk.
• Private universities are business establishments offering academic 

studies among other suppliers.
• Their business is in fact “business as unusual” as they have to act 

within the boundaries of a system of higher education. 
• Private universities have a strong commitment to efficiency and 

service. 
• High-quality education, elite features, and excellent career 

opportunities are seen as main characteristics of private 
universities.

• Private universities have to attract students as clients, thus one of 
the main goals is setting new quality standards, by structure, by 
efficiency, by ideas. 

• Private and public universities are antagonists and partners at the 
same time.
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